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of the “Women’'s Voice and Leadership (WVL) in the Middle East” project,
implemented in Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon, and funded by Global Affairs
Canada. Its contents are the sole responsibility of Madanyat for Equality
and do not necessarily reflect the views of Oxfam or Global Affairs Canada.
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Although feminism is more relevant than ever, this concept
is still vague for many, and opinions on its exact definition
remain challenging to unravel. It should be noted that since
the beginning of the internet and social media era, the
feminist lexicon has continued to expand, and the vocabulary
associated with it has become enriched with new terminology.

The purpose of this summary, in English and Arabic languages,
is to gather all the terms and definitions that are “feminist” or
related to gender equality in a broader sense. It is not meant
to be exhaustive, but we have tried to incorporate the most
commonly used concepts, hoping that they can be helpful to
other actors in civil society, academia, journalists, and the public
in their work on the Middle East and more specifically, Lebanon.

The English definitions are listed in alphabetical order, directly
followed by their Arabic translations.
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Ableism

A pervasive form of discrimination that
privileges able-bodied individuals and
perpetuates the marginalization of
people with disabilities. It encompasses
a range of beliefs, attitudes, and actions
that devalue and exclude individuals
based on their physical, intellectual, or
psychiatric disabilities. Ableism manifests
through stereotypes, misconceptions,
and the imposition of able-bodied norms
and standards, which can limit access
to opportunities, resources, and equal
participation in various aspects of life

Agender

Denoting or relating to a person who does
not identify as having a gender.
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Backlash

Referstothenegativereactions,resistance,
or opposition that arises in response
to feminist progress and advocacy for
gender equality. It is often fueled by deep-
seated societal attitudes and beliefs
that seek to maintain traditional gender
roles and power dynamics. The backlash
can take various forms, including the
promotion of sexist stereotypes, dismissal
or trivialization of feminist issues,
undermining women'’s achievements, and
attemptstorollback gender equality gains.
Backlash on feminism is a significant
challenge that can impede progress
toward gender equality. It highlights the
ongoing need for feminist activism and
advocacy to address the underlying
causes of gender-based discrimination
and promote social change.
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Beijing treaty

Refers to the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, which was adopted
during the Fourth World Conference
on Women held in Beijing in 1995. The
Beijing Treaty is not a legally binding
instrument. Instead, it is a global policy
framework that provides guidelines and
recommendations for advancing gender
equality and women’s empowerment. The
Beijing Treaty addresses critical areas
of concern related to women’s rights,
including poverty, education, health,
violence against women, women in armed
conflict, and women’s participation in
decision-making. It serves as a roadmap
for governments, organizations, and
stakeholders to develop policies and
programs that promote gender equality
and women’'s empowerment.
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Benevolent sexism

A subtle form of sexism that operates
on the assumption that women are in
need of protection and care from men,
perpetuating the belief that women are
dependent on men for their well-being. It
can manifest through seemingly positive
gestures or attitudes that reinforce
traditional gender roles and perpetuate
unequal power dynamics between men
and women.

Body positivity

The affirmation that all individuals
deserve to have a positive body image,
regardless of how society and popular
culture perceive the ideal shape, size, and
appearance. It is a compassionate and
inclusive movement that promotesrespect
for all body types, starting with self-love
and acceptance.

Binary

Relating to, composed of, or involving two
things. When we use the term ‘binary’ in
feminist discussion it is usually in relation
to gender (i.e: gender binary) and the
limiting belief that there are only two
genders. It is also often used to discuss
gender stereotypes or characteristics
typically seen as either male or female.
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Bropropriating

Taking a woman'’s idea and taking credit
for it.

CEDAW (Convention

on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination
against Women)

An international treaty adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly on
December 18, 1979, and entered into force
on September 3, 1981, after being ratified
by 20 countries, some of which have
expressed reservations that significantly
weaken its scope.

Unlike, the Pekin Treaty, it provides a
legally binding framework for addressing
discrimination against women and
promoting gender equality and has a
monitoring mechanism to assess the
progress made by states in implementing
the treaty’s provisions.

CEDAW outlines the rights of women
and sets obligations for state parties to
eliminate discrimination against women
in all areas of life. It covers a wide range
of issues such as civil rights, political
participation, education, employment,
health, and access to justice.

Child marriage

The practice of marrying children, typically
girls, at a young age, often below the legal
age of consent, without their free and
full consent, and to a spouse chosen by
others. It involves entering into a marital
union that may harm the child’'s well-
being, including physical, psychological,
and social implications.

Cisgender

A term used to describe a person whose
gender identity aligns with the sex
assigned to them at birth.
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Civil rights

The protection of fundamental freedoms
granted to all citizens by law, safeguarding
them against all forms of discrimination.

Claims

The proactive act of asserting one's
rights, asking what is rightfully deserved,
and advocating for justice and equality.
It involves the assertive pursuit of
recognition, fairness, and the fulfillment of
legitimate entitlements or demands.

Decolonial feminism

Deconstructs Western gender concepts
that have become normalized, and
seeks to recover indigenous worldviews
of gender and incorporate  them
into feminist discourse. It recognizes the
importance of intersectionality, understanding
that gender oppression intersects with other
forms of oppression, such as race, class,
sexudality, and ability.
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Demigender

Individuals who feel a partial connection
to a particular gender identity. Examples
of demigender identities include demigirl,
and demiboy, and demiandrogyne.

Domestic worker

A person who works either full-time or
part-time and may be employed by a
single household or multiple employers.
They may reside in the employer’s house
or in their own residence. In Lebanon,
immigrant domestic workers are subjected
to the Kafala system, often likened to
modern slavery, which places them under
the sponsorship and control of their
employer upon their arrival in the country,
often depriving them of their basic rights.

Domestic violence

The pervasive and destructive pattern
of abusive behavior within an intimate
relationship, where one partner utilizes
force, coercion, or violence to assert
power and control over the other. It
encompasses various forms of physical,
sexual, emotional, and psychological
abuse, creating an environment of fear,
intimidation, and subjugation.
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Economic empowerment
of women

It involves providing women with not
only the essential resources but also the
opportunities to utilize them in ways that
lead to economic success. Better jobs,
more opportunities to create and manage
viable businesses, increased access to
land, education, and skill acquisition, and
opportunities to participate in decision-
making processes are means of enabling
women to escape poverty and improve
their quality of life, as well as that of their
family and community.
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Emancipation

The act of liberating oneself or being
liberated from authority, servitude, or
prejudices.
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Employment
discrimination

Refers to the differential treatment of job
seekers based on selective criteria that
lack objective and reasonable justification
regarding the position in question (such as
gender, ethnic origin, age, religion, etc.).Itis
referred to as employment discrimination
against women when they are rejected
for job offers for which they are otherwise
qualified or when they are paid less than
men.

rishioll ol

oc JSbabll ddpasill doleall (dl pin
odl jaiai didlaiil pyles Gl Doliwl Joc
oaiells gleiy lows Jobeog (peguago ppd
wguddll Juadlly spuiall goi Jio, dathgll gl
3 dl log suadlg 1pasellg

slpall 3ua Josll a juai ail (e ag] jling
098d gl Josll Gagye iy lguady oy Loaic
Rl ude Juani boaic ol )il dayyhy gl dlago
Jadl o Jal

QT IO

10

Feminazi

A denigrating term used to describe
a radical feminist. It is a portmanteau
word combining “feminism” and “Nazi,”
popularized by American Republican Rush
Limbaugh in the early 1990s. Its usage
undermines meaningful dialogue about
gender equality and women'’s rights.

Feminism

The belief that men and women should
have equal rights and opportunities.
It includes social, legal, political, and
economic equality. It is also about
respecting diverse women'’s experiences,
identities, knowledge, and strengths, and
striving to empower all women to realize
their full rights.
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Femininity

The set of specific characteristics, or
those considered as such, associated with
women and their traditional social image.

Femicide or feminicide

The deliberate killing of a woman, but
there are broader definitions that include
any murder of girls or women solely based
on their gender.

Forced marriage

Also known as arranged marriage, refers
to a marital union that is imposed on
individuals by their families or other parties
without their free and informed consent. It
is a practice where a marriage is planned
and executed according to cultural or
traditional norms, often disregarding the
desires and choices of the individuals
involved, particularly the bride and groom.
This form of marriage deprives individuals
of their autonomy and agency in deciding
theirlife partners,anditcanleadtoarange
of negative consequences, including
violation of human rights, emotional
distress, and limited opportunities for
personal development.
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Gender

A concept that refers to the set of
characteristics related to masculinity and
femininity that are not based on biology
but on social construction.

Gender-based
violence (GBV)

Refersto any form of violence thatisrooted
ingenderinequalityanddisproportionately
affects individuals based on their gender.
It encompasses acts of violence, coercion,
and discrimination that specifically target
individuals or groups based on their
gender identity or perceived gender roles.
Gender-based violence can take many
forms, including but not limited to physical,
sexual, psychological, and economic
abuse. It includes acts such as domestic
violence, sexual assault, harassment,
human trafficking, child marriage, female
genital mutilation, and honor killings.
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Gender equality

The stateinwhichindividuals of allgenders
possess equal rights, responsibilities, and
opportunities. Gender inequality affects
everyone, including women, men, trans,
and gender-diverse individuals, children,
and families. It has an impact on people of
all ages and from diverse backgrounds.

Gender equity

Provision of fairness and justice in the
distribution of benefits and responsibilities
between women and men.

Gender fluidity
or Non-binary

The recognition that social notions of
gender identity and expression exist on
a spectrum, extending beyond a strict
binary classification, and can change over
time.

Gender identity

The internal and deeply-held perception
of one’s own gender, which may or may
not align with the sex assigned at birth.
While for most individuals, their biological
characteristics and gender identity are
congruent, some individuals’ gender
identity may differ from their assigned sex.

Gender inequalities

Also known as gender disparities, they
refer to the social andlegal disparities that
disadvantage one gendercomparedtothe
other. These differences in treatment and
rights are predominantly to the detriment
of women and hinder their fulfillment in
various areas
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Gender justice

Refers to the pursuit of equality and
fairness in all aspects of society, with a
specificfocusonaddressing andrectifying
systemic gender-based discrimination,
oppression, and inequalities. It entails
creating an inclusive and equitable
society where all individuals, regardless of
their gender, have equal access to rights,
resources, opportunities, and decision-
making power.

Gender lens

Takes the existing differences between
women and men into account when
analyzing a situation or when developing
specific approaches or programs.

Gender mainstreaming

A strategy to improve the quality of public
policies, programs, and projects, ensuring
a more efficient allocation of resources.
Better results mean increased well-being
for both women and men and the creation
of a more socially just and sustainable
society.
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Gender neutral

Not relating or specific to people of one
particular gender.

Gender roles

Expectations assigned to each gender
(usually the binary male and female).
Gender roles refer to the stereotypes of
typically male or female characteristics,
behaviors, or actions. For example,
traditional gender roles say that women
should be the primary caregiver of
children, and men should work to provide
financial support. Or the simple boys wear
blue, and girls wear pink.

Gender gap

Refers to the disparity in achievement
between men and women across political,
intellectual, cultural, social, and economic
domains, including the median wages
of men. Many of the wage inequalities
can be attributed to various hidden
mechanisms, biases, and stereotypes that
lead to segregation and gender-based
discrimination.

Gender parity

The absence of inequalities between the
two sexes often refers to inequalities that
favor men, in political or economic matters.
It is the principle that men and women
should receive equal treatment and
should not be subjected to discrimination
based on their gender.

Gender quota

A temporary measure aimed at
addressing long-standing gender
inequalities in various state bodies or
private administrations. Once a certain
percentage of representation is achieved,
gender quotas are often removed in line
with the principle of equality asrecognized
by relevant international human rights
jurisdictions.
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Glass ceiling

Refers to the invisible barrier that prevents
certain groups of people, particularly
women, from advancing to higher levels
in a hierarchical structure, such as in their
careers or attaining high-level positions. It
symbolizes the limitations and challenges
faced by women in their professional
progress, hindering them from advancing
as quickly and extensively as their male
counterparts.

Heteronormativity

It is the normative system of behaviors,
representations, and discriminations that
promotes and naturalizes heterosexuality.
It assumes that heterosexuality is the only
sexual orientation or norm, and considers
sexual and marital relationships to be
primarily (or solely)intendedforindividuals
of opposite sexes. Heteronormativity
marginalizes and invalidates non-
heterosexual orientations and reinforces
the belief that heterosexuality is the
standard and expected sexual orientation
for individuals.

Hostile sexism

A type of sexism that involves openly
insulting women, objectifying them, and
degrading them.
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Inclusive writing

Referstothepracticeofusingbothfeminine
and masculine forms within the same
sentence to promote gender inclusivity.
Ex: using gender-neutral pronouns such
as “they” and “them” instead of assuming
someone’s gender by using “he” or “she.”
“Chairperson”, instead of “chairman”
or “chairwoman” when referring to the
leader of a meeting or organization.
“Spokesperson” instead of “spokesman”
or “spokeswoman” when referring to
someone who represents an organization
or group.

Inclusion of women

The act of promoting the integration
of women in professional, political, and
cultural domains by fostering equal
opportunities for all.

Internalized sexism

When the belief in the inferiority of women
becomes part of a person’s worldview and
self-concept.

Intersectionality

A theoretical framework that
acknowledges and examines the intricate
and interconnected dynamics of multiple
social categories, such as race, class,
and gender, and their collective influence
on shaping an individual's experiences
and opportunities within society. It
recognizes that these categories do
not exist independently but intersect in
complex ways, leading to unique forms
of discrimination and disadvantage. By
embracing intersectionality, we gain
a profound comprehension of how
various systems of oppression overlap
and interact, necessitating inclusive and
holistic approaches to achieve social
justice.
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International
Women's Day

Officially recognized by the United
Nations in 1977 and celebrated in many
countries around the world on March 8th,
this day is an opportunity to take stock of
the situation of women and amplify their
demands.

LGBTQ

Acronym for Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals,
Transgender, and Queers.

LGBTQIA+

An evolving acronym that stands for
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
intersex, queer/questioning, and asexual.

The inclusion of additional letters
beyond “LGBTQ" is intended to be more
inclusive and recognize the variety
of identities within the community.
However, the specific acronym used
may vary depending on the context
and the preferences of individuals or
organizations.
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Leering

it is the act of fixating on a woman
with an intrusive and demeaning gaze,
objectifying her and creating a sense of
discomfort or degradation.

Machismo

An ideology based on the belief that men
socially dominate women, emphasizing
exaggerated and exclusive masculinity.

Macho

A man who believes he is superior to
women and expresses this through his
behavior.

Leering
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Male gaze

Also known as the male vision, it refers to
the dominance of the male perspective in
the prevailing visual culture (magazines,
photography, cinema, advertising, video
games, comics, etc.). It suggests that the
visual representation of women becomes
“raw material” for the "male gaze” to
satisfy his pleasure alone, reinforcing a
heterosexual male viewpoint.
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Marginalization

It refers to the systemic exclusion and
disregard of the needs, experiences, and
perspectives of certain groups within
society. This includes women, people
of color, people with disabilities, queer
individuals, transgender individuals,
and other marginalized communities.
Marginalization restricts opportunities
and denies equal access to resources,
perpetuating inequality and limiting
the ability to fully participate in social,
economic, and political spheres.
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Mansplaining

When a man explains something to a
womaninapatronizingway, it oftenbegins
with a man completely disregarding a
woman'’s opinions by interrupting her mid-
sentence.

Manspreading

The behavior of a man spreading his
legs while sitting, occupying a significant
amount of space, and encroaching on
adjacent seats. This behavior can be
observed in any situation where people
are seated next to each otherin a confined
space. The term “manspreading” gained
prominence in discussions about gender
dynamics and public etiquette.

Manterrupting

Anunnecessary andirrelevantinterruption
of a woman by a man, to redirect the
conversation elsehwere.

Misogynoir

The specific hatred, dislike, distrust, and
prejudice directed toward black women
(often used attributively)

Mansplaining
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Matriarchy

A family structure in which the mother
has significant influence and authority,
or a social organization system in which
women play a predominant political role.

Marital rape

The act of coercing a person, specifically a
spouse,intoengaginginsexualintercourse
against their will. It is a violation of their
bodily autonomy, sexual autonomy, and
fundamental human rights. Disturbingly,
in Lebanon, there is a legal gap as marital
rape is not explicitly criminalized. This
means that under current laws, a husband
who commits rape against his wife is not
held accountable for his actions, and
the law fails to provide the necessary
protection and justice for survivors.

Militantism

Collective dedication towards a moral,
religious, social, political, associative,
or labor cause, driven by a desire to
challenge and rectify perceived injustices.
Feminist activism, in particular, strives for
the progressive advancement of women'’s
rights and well-being, channeling its
energy toward advocating for legal
reforms and fostering positive societal
change.

Misandry

Refers to a feeling of contempt or hostility
towards men based on their gender.
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Misogyny

A person who openly displays hostility or
contempt towards women and the female
sex.

Non-binary

A person who does not identify as
exclusively male or female, or who
identifies as both.

Oppression

Referstothe subjugationof ademographic
minority (based on gender, ethnicity, race,
religion, etc.) to the authority of a dominant
power.
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Patriarchy

Ahierarchically structured society in which
men hold more power and authority than
women. We live in a largely patriarchal
society; meaning one that perpetuates
oppressive and limiting gender roles*
(see gender roles definition), sexism,
transphobia, homophobia, discrimination,
and violence against minorities, and much
more. Patriarchy does not mean ‘all men’,
but rather the cultural system that values
masculinity over femininity and upholds
inequality between the genders in social,
political, and leadership settings.
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Personal status

Encompasses all legal matters concerning
an individual's life, including civil status,
cohabitation, marriage (its formation,
effects, and dissolution), bloodline filiation
(establishment and effects), matrimonial
regime, and succession. In Lebanon,
personal status law conforms to the
sociological and religious groups known
as confessional communities.

Privilege

The idea that certain individuals in society
are advantaged compared to others. It
refers to the inherent advantages and
benefits that certain individuals enjoy in
society based on their social identities or
positions, such as gender, race, class, or
ability.ltrecognizesthat some peoplehave
unearned advantages and opportunities
simply because of who they are, while
others face systemic disadvantages and
barriers.

Positive discrimination

The practice or policy of favoring
individuals belonging to groups that have
previously been victims of discrimination
(women, LGBTQI community, ethnic
groups, etc.) in order to restore equality of
opportunity.
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Polycrisis

Refers to the concurrent occurrence of
multiple crises that the world is currently
facing, including conflicts, the COVID-19
pandemic, and climate change. These
crises collectively contribute to a
heightened state of vulnerability, leading
families to resort to child marriage as a
form of perceived “refuge” for their girls.

Queer

Queer is a word that describes sexual and
gender identities other than straight and
cisgender. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender people may all identify with
the word queer.
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Radical feminism

A form of feminism that seeks to address
the root causes of gender inequality
and advocate for significant social and
political change. It views patriarchy,
the system of male dominance, as the
primary source of women’'s oppression
and aims to dismantle it entirely.
Radical feminists often critique societal
norms, institutions, and structures that
perpetuate gender inequality. They
highlight issues such as sexism, misogyny,
reproductive rights, sexual violence,
and the objectification of women.
One key aspect of radical feminism
is its focus on collective action
and consciousness-raising among
women. It encourages women to form
autonomous women-only spaces,
engage in feminist activism, and work
towards creating a society that s
free from gender-based oppression.
It is important to note that radical
feminism encompasses a diverse range of
perspectives and approaches, and not all
feminists identify as radical feminists.

Rape

A heinous act of sexual violence in which
sexual intercourse is forcibly imposed on
an individual without their freely given
consent. It is a grave violation of their
bodily autonomy, personal boundaries,
and fundamental human rights.

Rape culture

Refers to a social environment in which
prevalent attitudes and behaviors
contribute to the normalization and
trivialization of sexual assault and abuse.
Rape culture manifests through various
means, such as the use of derogatory
language towards women (see misogyny
definition), the objectification of women'’s
bodies, and the portrayal of sexual
violence in media, which can glamorize
and desensitize people to its seriousness.
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Religious courts

Religious courts are a significant feature
of the Lebanese legal system, and they
have jurisdiction over personal status
matters. Each religious confession has
its own laws regarding issues related to
personal status.

Right to education

Recognizing the right of women to
have universal and equitable access
to education, acknowledging it as a
fundamental and integral aspect of
empowering their rights and as a crucial
instrument for attaining gender equality,
development, and peace.

Sex

Refers to multiple aspects, including
the biological characteristics that

differentiate males and females,
such as reproductive systems and
physiological differences. It also

encompasses the broader concept of
sexual activity, sexual orientation, and
the complex interplay between biology,
identity, and societal understandings of
gender.

Sexism

An ideology based on the belief that
women are inferior to men, both physically
and mentally.
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Suffragette

A term used in Great Britain to describe
courageous women activistswho tirelessly
fought for women’s right to vote. These
dedicated individuals played a pivotal
role in the suffrage movement, advocating
for gender equality and challenging the
oppressive social and political norms of
their time. Theirunwavering determination
and activism paved the way for significant
advancements in women’s rights and
paved the path for future generations of
women to participate in the democratic
process.

Sex trafficking

It is the abhorrent practice of coercing
and exploiting individuals through force,
deception, or constraint for the purpose
of subjecting them to sexual exploitation
against their will.

Sexual harassment

The act of subjecting aperson, repeatedly,
tosexuallysuggestiveremarksorbehaviors
that either undermine their dignity due to
their degrading or humiliating nature, or
create anintimidating, hostile, or offensive
environment for them.

Sexual minority

A group whose identity, orientation, or
sexual practices differ from the majority
of society.

SOGIESC

An acronym for sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression
and sex characteristics. PEOPLE WITH
DIVERSE SOGIESC. Umbrella term for
all people whose sexual orientations,
gender identities, gender expressions
and/or sex characteristics place them
outside culturally mainstream categories.
(LGBTIQ+)
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SWERF, (Sex
Worker Exclusionary
Radical Feminist)

Emergedduring the third wave of feminism
as the movement aimed to embrace
intersectionality and inclusivity, it is a
term frequently used on social media to
describe individuals who identify as
feminists but engage in online harassment
and discrimination against sex workers.
SWERFs hold the belief that sex work
is inherently oppressive and cannot be
reconciled with feminist ideals. However,
it is important to recognize that there
are diverse perspectives within feminism
regarding sex work, and not all feminists

hold exclusionary views.

TERF (Trans-
Exclusionary
Radical Feminist)

Similar to the term SWERF, TERFs self-
identify as feminists but wish to exclude
trans women from the feminist movement.
TERFs reject the inclusion of transwomen
in feminist spaces and deny their gender
identity, often asserting that only
individuals assigned female at birth can
be considered women.

Toxic masculinity

A set of restrictive and harmful societal
expectations placed on men, which
promoteandprioritize certainexaggerated
masculine traits while devaluing qualities
associated with  femininity. These
expectations include the reinforcement of
aggression, emotional suppression, and
sexual aggression, among others. Toxic
masculinity not only limits the range of
emotions and behaviors that men can
express but also perpetuates harmful
gender stereotypes and power dynamics.
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Transphobia

A strong dislike or aversion towards
transgender or transsexual individuals.

Trailblazer

A pioneering woman who breaks new
ground and sets a precedent by being
the first to achieve something significant
in a specific field or domain. Through her
courage, determination, and exceptional
achievements, she creates a path for
others to follow, inspiring and empowering
future generations.

Transgender

A person whose gender identity differs
from the cultural expectations associated
with the sex assigned to them at birth.

Transmisogyny

Is the intersectional form of discrimination
that targets transgender women and
individuals who are trans or gender
non-conforming, particularly those
who align with the feminine end of the
gender spectrum. It encompasses both
transphobia and misogyny, resulting
in systemic prejudice and oppression
against these individuals.
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Transmission of
nationality

While the laws of most countries now allow
women to retain their own nationality upon
marriage, many countries still enforce
discriminatory laws between women and
men regarding the nationality of their
children. In Lebanon, the nationality of a
married woman is governed by Decision
No. 15 dated January 19, 1925, which is
discriminatory in three aspects:

1.  The inability of Lebanese mothers to
grant nationality to their children. In other
words, the law restricts the granting of
nationality based on paternal blood ties.
As aresult, mothers are deprived of one of
their essential rights as citizens.

2. The inability of Lebanese wives to
confer nationality to their non-Lebanese
husbands.

3. A distinction is made between
Lebanese-born mothers and foreign
women who have acquired Lebanese
nationality. In other words, foreign women
married to Lebanese men have the right to
acquire Lebanese nationality and transmit
it to their children if they outlive their
husbands, while Lebanese-born mothers
are unable to do so. It should be noted
that a Lebanese mother can transmit her
nationality to her child if the child is born
out of wedlock and the father is unknown.
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Victim-blaming

Holding the victim of a crime or accident
accountable for what they have endured.
Blaming the victim reverses roles in all
situations where this argument is used,
allowing the perpetrator to absolve
themselves of responsibility for their
actions and divert popular attention away
from the true culprit.
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Violence Against
Women in Politics
(VAWP)

A global phenomenon that takes various
forms and intensities depending on legal
systems, institutions, culture, tradition,
and political contexts. Assassinations,
physical violence including rape and
sexual harassment, sexist remarks, verbal
abuse, and threats of retaliation are used
as tools to intimidate, humiliate, and even
end a woman’s political career. Online
violence, also known as “cyberviolence”
or “cyberbullying,” is among the most
common forms of intimidation
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Woke

A term that originated within African
American Vernacular English (AAVE) and
has gained broader usage in recent years.
It refers to being aware and conscious
of social and political issues, particularly
related to systemic injustices and
marginalized communities. Being “woke”
implies being knowledgeable about and
actively engaged in addressing issues
such as racism, sexism, inequality, and
social injustice. It is often associated with
advocating for social change, promoting
inclusivity, and challenging oppressive
systems. The term has evolved to become
a descriptor for individuals or groups
who are actively involved in social justice
movements and work towards creating a
more equitable society.
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Woke misogynist

A term used to describe a man who
publicly advocates for feminism in order
to manipulate women into abusive
relationships.

Womanism

A form of feminism that acknowledges
women’s natural contribution to society
(used by some in distinction to the term
feminism and its association with white
women).

Women of color
feminism

Aninclusive feminist movement, grounded
in the experiences of women of color and
fighting for freedom for all people.

Women’'s empowerment

Women's empowerment may be defined
in several ways, including accepting
women’s viewpoints, making an effort
to seek them, and raising the status of
women through education, awareness,
literacy, and training.
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White feminism

A perspective or movement within
feminism that primarily focuses on the
experiences and struggles of white
women while often disregarding or
downplaying the intersecting factors of
race, class, and other forms of identity.
It generally prioritizes the advancement
and concerns of middle-class, cisgender,
heterosexual, and able-bodied white
women, often neglecting or marginalizing
the experiences and needs of women from
diverse racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and
LGBTQ+ backgrounds.

First-wave feminism

The first wave emerged in the early 20th
century and materialized with suffragettes
who fought in England for the right to vote.
Supported by some men, they achieved
political rights, including the right to vote,
the right to hold public office, and the
recognition of their status as full-fledged
“persons.”
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Second-wave feminism

A movement that refers to a period
of feminist struggle that began in the
late 1960s and extended across the
Western world. While the first wave
primarily focused on the right to vote and
fundamental rights, the second wave
placed greater emphasis on sexuality, the
role of women within the family, as well
as issues such as domestic violence and
rape.

Third-wave feminism

Emerged in the 1990s, it is represented by
a generation of feminists who incorporate
new struggles and practices that differ
from those of the previous generation. This
wave emphasizes diversity within feminist
groups, includinglesbians, women of color,
sex workers, disabled women, and more.
Third-wave feminism aligns itself with
the deconstruction of traditional gender
roles, similar to the first-wave. It seeks to
challenge the notion that masculinity (as
well as femininity) is an obligatory path for
men and advocates for breaking free from
such societal expectations.
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To develop this glossary, we relied on the “Champ lexical féministe”
that we drafted in 2021, in French and Arabic, as part of the “La
Tribune” project supported by the Organisation Internationale de la
Francophonie. We have expanded upon it by adding new concepts
and definitions. Some of the additional content is sourced from
publications by international organizations, as indicated below*. The
rest of the glossary is the outcome of our own research and revision.

ele i oligia (s3ll «Champ lexical féministe» 1l (ale lisoicl ispuall 132 pghil

dioc) L"g.'\J| (piedl) «La Tribune» EgJ_uJ.O o cjal sdiyellg duwdpall uieldl 1. T
Pt 53433 h el @unlan 26LAL s liswel 280 drigsetiball algall dnhinl

gaill (e sddgall dilohiall Ciljguitio o drabadll Gibgiaall yasy (e Joguaall
Lilealpog ling daudi ga spauedl duds lol .* olisl el

References:

Oxfam Learners Dictionary: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition

UN website: https://www.un.org/en/gender-inclusive-language/

Gender equality lexicon:

https://www.gatesgenderequalitytoolbox.org/definitions-concepts/gender-equality-lexicon/

Gender Equality Toolbox: https://www.gatesgenderequalitytoolbox.org/definitions-concepts/gender-equality-lexicon/

Glossary: Gender and Technology:https://www.unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/innovation-and-
technology/glossary?gclid=CjwKCAjwé67ajBhAVEiwA2g_jECjctAn_uxMGmV-mtd_l6l-L2ujzJRunoa50c-
TEWESMKEabYEJ6LBoC2hiQAvD_BwE

Celebrating Gender Diversity Around the World https://outrightinternational.org/gender-diversity






